
Petition for Referendum Vote to the Three Affiliated Tribes
We, the undersigned, hereby petition the Tribal Business Council to conduct a referendum vote on the proposed referendum herein pursuant to Article VIII of the Constitution and Bylaws of the Three Affiliated Tribes. By signing this petition, we certify that we are enrolled members of the Three Affiliated Tribes and eighteen (18) years of age or older and reside in the community indicated (New Town, Four Bears, Mandaree, Twin Buttes, White Shield, Parshall or Off-Reservation).
PROPOSED REFERENDUM
1. The Tribal Business Council hereby amends the People's Fund Distribution and Eligibility Plan approved by Resolution No. 14-112-VJB to require that at least twenty-five percent (25%) of all trust money received from the Tribe's natural resources be deposited into Nuxbaaga Iidaa Uuh Waa Zaah, Sahnis waalpsis, Aki numuk aki tawatesh sha geddish, commonly known as The People's Fund.

2. Beginning on the effective date of this referendum, at least twenty-five percent (25%) of all trust money received from the Tribe's natural resources shall be deposited into The People's Fund before such trust money is expended, transferred, pledged, encumbered, or otherwise used for any other tribal purpose.

3. For purposes of this referendum, 'trust money received from the Tribe's natural resources' means all money received by, for, or on behalf of the Tribe and managed by or flowing through the Bureau of Trust Funds Administration, the Office of Trust Funds Management, the Bureau of Indian Affairs, any successor federal trust office, or the Tribe's Bank of North Dakota account that receives trust monies, arising from tribal lands, minerals, oil, gas, water, grazing, pasture, farm, agricultural, right-of-way, easement, surface use, settlement, escrow, bonus, royalty, tax, lease, permit, license, or other natural-resource-related sources.

4. The required twenty-five percent (25%) deposit shall be calculated from gross trust money received before discretionary expenditure, transfer, pledge, encumbrance, or other use, excluding only amounts that federal law, binding trust restrictions, court order, or written settlement terms expressly prohibit from being deposited into The People's Fund.

5. All amounts deposited into The People's Fund under this referendum shall become part of The People's Fund principal or corpus and shall be held, invested, administered, and distributed for the benefit of present and future generations according to the People's Fund Distribution and Eligibility Plan, as amended.





6. Except for distributions authorized under the People's Fund Distribution and Eligibility Plan, principal deposited into The People's Fund under this referendum shall not be used, withdrawn, transferred out of the trust account holding the funds, pledged, encumbered, or expended for any purpose unless authorized by a subsequent substantive amendment approved by referendum vote.

7. The twenty-five percent (25%) requirement is a mandatory minimum. The Tribal Business Council, the people by referendum, or any authorized tribal body may deposit a greater percentage, including up to one hundred percent (100%), of any trust money received from the Tribe's natural resources into The People's Fund.

8. The Tribal Treasurer, Chief Financial Officer, People's Fund Administrator, and any other responsible tribal official shall maintain a separate accounting of all natural-resource trust money received and all deposits required by this referendum, including the source, date received or credited, gross amount received, amount deposited into The People's Fund, and any legal restriction or exclusion claimed. A written annual report confirming compliance shall be provided to the Tribal Business Council and tribal membership.

9.	This referendum shall take effect immediately upon approval and shall apply to all trust money received from the Tribe's natural resources on or after the effective date, and to any such money received before the effective date that remains unexpended, unencumbered, and legally available for deposit into The People's Fund.
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