Petition for Referendum Vote to the Three Affiliated Tribes

We, the undersigned, hereby petition the Tribal Business Council to conduct a referendum vote on the proposed referendum herein pursuant to Article VIII of the Constitution and Bylaws of the Three Affiliated Tribes. By signing this petition, we certify that we are enrolled members of the Three Affiliated Tribes and eighteen (18) years of age or older and reside in the community indicated (New Town, Four Bears, Mandaree, Twin Buttes, White Shield, Parshall or Off-Reservation).
PROPOSED REFERENDUM
1.	The Tribal Business Council hereby adopts a criminal statute of limitations tolling rule for covered offenses committed by tribal officials, tribal employees, officers, agents, contractors, or any person acting under color of tribal authority.

2.	For any covered offense, the statute of limitations shall be tolled and shall not run while the person who committed, participated in, aided, abetted, conspired to commit, or concealed the offense holds the tribal office, tribal employment, appointment, contract, agency relationship, or official authority connected to the offense.

3.	A prosecution for a covered offense may be commenced at any time while the person remains in the tribal office, employment, appointment, contract, agency relationship, or official authority connected to the offense, within five (5) years after the person leaves such office or employment, or within any longer limitations period otherwise provided by tribal law, whichever period is longest.

4.	A covered offense means any criminal offense under tribal law committed by a tribal official or tribal employee that arises out of, relates to, is facilitated by, is concealed by, or is committed under color of tribal office, tribal employment, tribal authority, or public trust. Covered offenses include, without limitation, theft, fraud, embezzlement, misuse of tribal funds, misuse of tribal property, bribery, extortion, unlawful compensation, conflicts of interest, falsification of records, destruction or concealment of records, obstruction, retaliation, witness intimidation, election-related offenses, official oppression, abuse of authority, conspiracy, attempt, aiding and abetting, or any other offense connected to tribal office, tribal employment, tribal funds, tribal property, tribal records, tribal elections, or official authority.

5.	If a covered offense was concealed, involved false or missing records, involved failure to disclose records required by tribal law, or could not reasonably have been discovered because of the person’s office, authority, control over records, influence over tribal personnel, or control over tribal departments or agencies, the limitations period shall not begin to run until the offense is discovered or reasonably should have been discovered by a person authorized to investigate or prosecute the offense who is not implicated in the offense.

6.	This referendum does not toll the statute of limitations for criminal offenses that are wholly unrelated to tribal office, tribal employment, tribal authority, tribal funds, tribal property, tribal records, tribal elections, public trust, or the performance or abuse of official duties.

7.	This referendum does not grant immunity to any person and does not require the Tribe to delay investigation or prosecution until after a person leaves office or employment. A covered offense may be investigated and prosecuted immediately.

8.	This referendum shall apply to covered offenses committed on or after its effective date and, to the fullest extent permitted by the Constitution, the Indian Civil Rights Act, and due process, to covered offenses committed before the effective date for which prosecution was not already barred by an applicable statute of limitations. This referendum shall not revive any prosecution that was already time-barred before this referendum takes effect.
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